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JOHN XX. xxiii. 


Whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit , they 
are remitted unto them; and whoſe 
Joever Sins ye retain, they are 
retained. 7 5 
bleſſed Saviour's appearing to his Diſciples, 
on the ſame day on which he aroſe from the 
dead. Having ſheivn himſelf to Mary Mag- 
dalen in the Morning, at Evening, when the doors i 19% 
were ſhut where the Diſciples were afſembled for 
fear of the Jews, He came and ſtood in the midiſt, 
and ſaith unto them, Peace be unto you. And the 
End,we find,of his coming to them was,not only 
to remove their Doubts and their Fears; and to 
confirm their Faith, which had begun to waver, 
by /hewing unto them his Hand and his Side; but 
likewiſe to conſtitute them his Ambaſladors to 
an unbelieving World : To make them his Sub- 
ſtitutes, who were to carry on that great Deſign for 
which the Father had ſent him, and to ſupply his 
Room; Firſt in Planting a Church, and then in In- 
95 ſtructing 


|| N this Chapter we have an Account of our 


44 


Yer. 21. ſtructing and Governing it. As my Father, 
ſaith he, bath ſent me, even fo ſend I %. 
And that ſuch Men as they were, Men of ve- 
ry low Circumſtances in the World, and utterly 
deſtitute of any ſecular Advantages ; that ſuch 
as theſe might not want Authority for the Buſj- 
neſs to which they were thus appointed, he con- 
veys to them that which would be ſufficient: 
Having hreathed on them, he faid, receide ye the 
Holy Ghoſt: And then he added, Whoſe ſoever 
fins ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; and N 
foever ſins ze retain, they are retained. 
In Treating of this Power here given by our 
bleſſed Lord, I ſhall, with the divine «NG 


do theſe "1 Hh things: 


I. Enquire into the Nature ite 4 


II. Conſi dev the Rane to whom it is com- 


mitted. 3 


III. Give ep 3 of the Ends for which 
it was beſtowed. : And, | 


IV. Recommed that Regard which ought to 
be. Paid © to it. 


J. The | 


pO OY” [92 
I. The firſt thing I am to do is, to Enquire 
into the Nature of this Power; the Power of 
remitting, and retaining ſins. And that we may 
the better underſtand what it is, it may be pro- 
per diſtinctly to conſider both the Branches of it. 


As for the Fir$t of them, the Power of remit- 
ting fins, the leaſt that can poſſibly be under- 
ſtood by it is, the Power of declaring the Par- 
don of Sin to all that believe the Goſpel, and 
are truly penitent. Some of thoſe, who have 
labour d moſt to leſſen the Authority given by 
Chriſt to his Church, cannot but, in this ſenſe, 
allow the Officers appointed by him, to be the 
Ainiſters of Reconciliation; and to have it in 
Commiſſion from him, thus to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
to ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed. 
There can be as little doubt, I think, whether 
the Miniſters of Chriſt have not a peculiar Right 
of interceding for the Pardon of thoſe who make 
Profeſſion of a ſincere Repentance. This was 

annex d to the Prieſtly Office under the Law; 
thoſe that Miniſtred in Holy Things being So- 
lemnly to pray over Offenders, and their Treſ- 
paſſes were thereupon remitted : The Prieſts, the 
Ainiſters of the Lord, were by God's Appoint- 
95 1 men, 
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ment, to weep between the Porch and the Altar, 
and to ſay, ſpare thy People, Q Lord; and his Pro- 
miſe thereupon was, to be jealous for bis Land, 
and to pity his People, And the Aſſurance given 


here by our Bleſſed Saviour to his Diſciples, will 


not ſuffer us to doubt, but that he convey'd a 
Power equal to this, under the Goſpel. As St. 
James directed the Calling for the Elders of the 


Church to pray over the ſiok Perſon, he adds, 


that if he had committed ſins, they ſhould be forgiv- 
en him: And when Simon Magus was convinc d 
by St. Peter and St. John, that he was in the gal! 


| 


I of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity ; the 
i 


nſe he had of their divine Commiſſion promp- 


ted him to ſay to them, Pray ye unto the Lord 


for me. 3 
But beſides ſuch a declaratory, and petitionary 


Abſolution, the Officers of Chriſt, by virtue of his 


Grant, have a Title to the pronouncing that which 
is Judiciary too. As they can Authoratively de- 
clare, that thoſe who are qualified for Pardon, 
according to the evangelical Covenant, ſhall cer- 
tainly have it; and as their Prayers over the 


humble and the penitent are, by divine Appoint- 


ment, peculiarly effectual for obtaining Remiſ- 


ſion; ſo when they make a particular Enquiry 
into the State of the Broken-hearted, when they 
view their Sorrows, and hear their Vows, and 


find 


74 

find Reaſon to be ſatisfied of the Sincerity of both, 

they have it in Commiſſion from Chriſt to admi- 

niſter Comfort, by ſpeaking Peace in his Name: 
They can ſay to every ſuch Perſon, upon his hear- 


ry Confeſſion, as Nathan did to David, the Lord 2 Sam. 
hath put away thy fin, Certainly ſuch a Power 12.13. 


as this is very expreſly contain'd; in this Promiſe 
of our bleſſed Lord, Whoſe ſoever ſins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them: Whenſoever a Per- 
ſon throughly ſenſible of his Sins, and weary of 
the burthen of them, comes unto the Stewards of 
Chriſt's Myſteries ; they can, by his Authority, 
diſpenſe Mercy according to the Tenour of the 
. evangelical Covenant: They can, as Ambaſſa- 
dors for Chriſt, give Aſſurances of Peace, and 
Comfort him whoſe Soul is thus afflicted with: 
ſuch words as theſe; thy Tranſgreſſions are done 
away, and thy Sins forgiven. FI. 
From this ſhort View of the Power of remit- 
ting fins, here given by our Saviour to his Apo- 


ſcles, we may eaſily perceive too the Nature of 


that other Branch. of the Authority they receiv'd 
trom him, the Power of retaining ſins, it being 
contrary to the former. As the Officers of 
Chriſt are in ſome caſes the Savour -of life unto 
life; fo in others they are the Sawour of death un- 
to death: Inſtead of diſcharging Offenders from. 
N N the: 
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C 
the Guilt of their Sins, they bind it faſt upon 
them for the Judgment of the great Day. They 


declare the wrath of God ag inſt all ungodlineſs 


and unrighteouſneſs of Men, who hold the truth in 


unrighteouſneſs: And more than this, where they 
meet with Obſtinacy and Perverſneſs in Sin, they 


note the Offender for a hzrdned Impenitent, un- 
worthy of the Society of Believers: They de- 
prive him of thoſe Priviledges which belong to 
the Members of the Body of Chriſt, and of the 
bleſſed Hopes and Expectations which are peculi- 
ar to them: They drive him from the Altars of 
God, and the Places of his Worſhip, as a leprous 
and polluted thing; they ſhut him out from thoſe 
Aſſemblies where Chriſt hath promiſed to be gra- 
ciouſly preſent, and from that divine Influence 
which attends his Ordinances, and leave him to 
the Fruits of his own corrupt Ways, amongſt 
Reprobates and Infidel 
Thus then we ſee that the Authority here giv- 
en by Chriſt, to remit and retain ſins, relates not 
only to the ordinary Miniſtrations of Religion, 
wherein the divine Mercy is convey d to ſome, 
and with- held from others, according to their 


different Qualifications; but to the Diſcipline of 
the Church againſr ſcandalous Offendets, in 
which reſpect alone I ſhall nom conſider it. 


When 


L 
When any Chriſtian falls into notorious Sin, if 
upon Admonition he becomes truly penitent, 
and doth what is neceſſary for declaring his hear- 
ty Sorrow, and his Reſolution of Amendment ; 
thoſe who. are intruſted with this Power, ac- 
cept of the Reparation he thus makes for the 
Scandal given, and thereupon acquit him. But 
if ſuch an Offender continues obſtinate and per- . 
verſe, if he ſtill loves his Sin, and will not be re- 
form d, the Sword of Excommunication is drawn 
againſt him, that he may be cut off from the 
Church, and all che Bleſſings of the true Mem- 
bers of it. And yet the Sentence thus pro- 
nounc'd, is not irreverſible; but there is ſtill a 
Place for Repentance: And if that at length ap- 
pears to be ſincere, the Sin that was retain d is 
remitted, and the Offender reſtor'd again to the 
Priviledges from which he felll. 
That our Bleſſed Saviour, after he aroſe from 
the Dead, inveſted his Diſciples with ſuch a Pow- 
er as this; a Power of Abſolving the Penitent, 
and ſeparating the Impenitent, by Eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſures, appears further from hence, that he 
had promis d this very Power before his Cruci- 


 fixion. When he declar'd unto Peter, that he 


— 


would ſo firmly build his Church, that the Gates 


of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it, he aſſur d him 
of a Divine Gift, which would be very effectu- 
| B So al 
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Mat. 16. 
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al towards the Stability of it: I will give unto 
thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; and 
whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, ſhall be bound 
in Heaven ; and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on 
Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven. And the Pro- 
miſe thus made to Peter, on the particular Oc- 


caſion of his confeſſing him to be the Chriſt, was 


extended afterwards by our Saviour, to the reſt 


of the Apoſtles : For, directing about the Mea- 


ſures to be obſerv'd when any Brother falls into a 


Mat. 1 8. 


Fault, he gave the like Aſſurance to them all, 
Verily I ſay unto you, ¶ hat ſoe ver ye Hall bind on 
Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; and whatſoever 


ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be Jooſed in Heaven. 


When our Bleſſed Saviour thus promis'd to 


confer this Power, he call d it firſt, The Keys of 


the Kingdom of Heazen j that is, according to 
the Paraphrate of Theophylact, a. 7 c 
evyxagieus, ; ili, the Power of Diſcipline, the 
Power of uſing thoſe different Methods with 
Offenders, which their different States require: 
Of pardoning thoſe who are Humble and Mor- 
tified, and of puniſhing the Hardened and Im- 
penitent. The Kingdom of Heaven, doubtleſs 
ſignifies here, as it does in many other Places of 


the New Teſtament, the Kingdom of the 


I” Melſiah, the Church of Chriſt, which is inti- 


ruled ro Heaven as the Metropolis of it whilſt 
33 HR Militant 


Tull 
Militant here, and ſhall. be triumphant in ie 
hereafter. And to have the Keys of this King» 
dom can mean no other thing, than to have the 
Authority of Stewards, to open and ſhut the 
Doors of it, as there ſhall be Opportunity, and 
as Neceſſity requires. Whenſoevet they meet 
wich thoſe who are fo qualified, as the Rules of 
this Society exact, the Door is open d to them, 
and they have all the Priviledges of Genuine 
Members: But thoſe who deſpiſe the Laws of 
this Holy Community, and become the Spots 
and the Blemiſhes of it, are to be turn'd out of 
it, and to have the Door ſhut againſt them. 
Our Saviour alſo, when he promis d to give 
this Power, call'd it that of Binding and — ; 
giving Aſſurance at the ſame time, that what 
was done of this kind by his Commiſſion here 
below, ſhould be ratify d above: Whatſcever ye 
| ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; and 
whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in 
Heaven. By += aha in this Place of Scrip- 
ture, moſt Interpreters underftand, What Per- 
ſon ſoever; it being common in the New- 
Teſtament, and indeed in other Books, in ſuch 
a manner to expreſs Things, when Perſons. are 
_ underſtood. So that, according to this Inter- 
pretation, the Meaning of our Saviour's Pro- 
miſe is, That whenſoever his Stewards here on 
= Earth, 
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Tas! 
Earth) ſhall treat an Obſtinate Sinner as a Male- 
factor, putting Spiritual Chains or Bonds upon 


him, and, as it were, impriſoning him for the 


Judgment of the Great Day ; the Senrence, they 


thus juſtly pronounce, ſhall be valid, and firm, 


as if it proceeded from the Mouth of Chriſt him- 
ſelf; the Condemnation of ſuch an Offender 
ſhall be ratified in Heaven. And, on the other 


Hand, that when a Tranſgreſſor becomes ſen- 
ſible of his Madneſs, declaring an hearty Sor- 


row for his paſt Sin, and a Reſolution of Amend- 
ment; and the Officers of Chriſt ſhall thereupon 
looſe him from thoſe Chains; the Abſolution 
thus regularly given, ſhall be of force, as re- 


ceiving Confirmation from the Great Judge of 
all the World. But now others there are, who 


by the Word, Whatſnever, in this Promiſe, will 
have Things to be underſtood, and not Perſons; 


and thereſore ſay, That not the Sinner, but his 


Sin, is the Subject of this Binding and Looſing. 
And indeed, admitting this, the Senſe to any 


Iadifferent Man, will appear much the ſame : 
hat ſoe der Sins ye /hall bind on Earth; that; is, 
for which you ſhall declare the Offender bound 


to puniſhment, ſnall be held as bound by me in 
Heaven: And whatſoever Sins ye /hall looſe; that 


is, acquit or pardon, ſhall be looſed or par- 
doned by me in Heaven. 1 J 


% 
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This Power of Diſcipline, which I have 
briefly explain'd, is ſo expreſly both promigd, 
and beſtow d, by our Bleſſed Lord in the Goſ- 
pel; that the Attempts of thoſe who deny it, 
ſeem to ſavour as much of Confidence, as they 
do of Irreligion. Not to ſay any thing of the 
_ made ule of by Eraſtus, ſoon after the 
eginning of the Reformation, to diſprove this 
power; a very learned Man of our own Nation 
has beſrow'd many Words, and a great deal of 
Reading, in endeavouring to make out, that 
Bindirg ſignifies no more than declaring Unlaw- 
ful; and on the contrary, that Looſing is nothing 
elſe but declaring Lawful Xx. And the Author 
of ſome Annotations, by way of Supplement to 
an excellent Writer on the New Teſtament, by 
Force of Criticiſm would prove, that not only. 
the: Power of Binding. and Loofing, bar allo of 
Retdining and Remitting Sins, is only in other 
Words, that of inflicting Diſeaſes and healing 
them f. But can any Indifferent Perſon be per- 
ſwaded, chat ſuch Senſes as theſe do at all agree 
with our bleſſed Saviour's Words, or anſwer the 
Deſign on which he ſpake them? Certainly 
| 74 . I TH Gy thele 
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Annotations on John 20. IE 
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theſe Men might have ſpar d all the Pains they 


Tae] 


have been at, in Interpreting away the obvious 
and plain Senſe of theſe Places of holy Scripture ; 
and to as much purpoſe have taken the late more 
eaſy Method, of proving the Chriſtian Church 
to have no ſuch Authority; namely, beoauſe it 
is not thought fat and convenient that it ſhould 
r . 

H. The ſecond thing I propoſed was, the 
Conſideration of the Perſons to whom this Pow- 
er is committed. And who they were to whom 
our bleſſed Lord at firſt convey d it, ſufficiently 


appears from the Account St. John gives us of 


the Perſons to whom his Words in the Text were 
directed; namely, thoſe Diſciples of his, whom 


at the ſame time he advancd to the Dignity of 


Apoſtles ; thoſe to whom he ſaid, As my Father 
ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. That order of Men 
whom he thus appointed his Subſtitutes on Earth, 
to plant and govern his Church, and thoſe that 
were afterward to be admitted into their num- 
ber, were intruſted by him with this divine Au- 


thority: As a King he gave unto theſe Rulers under 


him, the Power of Imprifoning and ſetting Free“: 
And, 


| * Keabdie 38 715 Basinivs dyxovies damocinauy, Feelay cli⸗ Seopue]newr Y i- 
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And we find, that as Occaſion was offer d, they 

diligently made uſe of it. ; > :- I 

That the Apoſtles exercis d this Power, is ma- 

nifeſt from ſeveral undoubted Inſtances of their 

Practice, Recorded in Holy Scripture. 1 ſhall 

put you in mind of theſe two; The Excommu- 

nication of Hymeneus and Alexander ; And that 

of the Inceſtuous Corinthian, 4-7 
Hymeneus and Alexander having been convert- 

to Chriſtianity, became Members of the Church 

of Epheſus; but notwithſtanding cheir Holy 

Profeſſions, the Corruption of their Hearts diſ- 

pos d them to Impurity in their Converſation, 

and alſo to Hereſy: They put away a good Conſci- 

ence, and concerning the Faith, made ſhipwrack. And 

the Apoſtle gives the following Account of his 

Proceedings againſt the ſcandalous Offenders: I 

have, ſaith, he, delivered them unto Satan, that 

they may learn not to hlaſpheme. He delivered them 1. 20. 

unto Satan, that is, he caſt them out of the Church, 

which is under the peculiar Dominion and bleſ- 

ſed influence of the Prince of Peace, and left 

them to the World, where Satan leads Men Cap- 

tive according to his will; being, as our Savi- 

our calls him, the Prince of it. And he thus 

deliver'd them to Satan, that they might learn not 

to Blaſpbeme : That by this holy Diſcipline, they 


might 


[16] 
might at length beReform'd both from their Cor- 
rupt practices and wicked Errours, which were 
ſo diſnonourable to Religion; and with a juſt Ab- 
horrence of their Crimes might return again, to 
beg the Pardon of God, and the Peace of his 
Church. 2 5 922 4; & er : 

The other Inſtance I mentioned, of the Ex- 
erciſe of this Authority; was the Apoſtles deal. 
ing with the [nceſtuous Corinthian. It is reported, 
ſaich he, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Church of Co- 
rinth, T bat there is Fornication among you, and 

uch Fornication as is not ſo much as named among} 
the Gentiles, that one ſhould have his Father's Wife. 
This was the abominable Fact which a wretch- 
ed Perſon amongſt them was guilty of: And as 
he blames the Church there, becauſe they had 
not, by the Authority already delegated to the 
Officers of it, immediately excommunicated him; 
ſo he gives Order, inthe following Words, that 
it might be ſpeedily done: I, werily, ſaith he, 
as abſent in Body, but preſent in Spirit, have 
judg d already as though I were preſent, concerning 
ll him who hath done this deed ; In the name of the 
| . Lord Jeſus Christ, when you are gathered together, 
| and my Spirit with the Power of the Lord feſus 
Chriſt; that is, and my Authority receiv'd from 
Chrift being virtually with you, to deliver ſuch 


* 


1 Cor. 5. 1 


LF 


4 one unto Satan 3 Or, as it 1s exprefs'd in other | 


Words in the ſame Chapter, to put away from your 
ſelves that wicked perſon ; to caſt him out as one 
under the juſt Wrath of God, and not to keep 
company with him, nv not to eat with him. This 
dreadful Sentence had a due Effect upon that Of- 
fender; he became ſenſible of the Weight of the 
Divine Diſpleaſure, and that brake his hardned 
Heart ; he lamented his Crime, and doubtleſs 


relolvd to forſake it: And upon theſe Iadicati- 


ons of a ſincere Repentance, what was thus 
Bound is to be Looſed ; and the Sin that was 
| Retain'd to be Remitted. St. Paul, in his other 
Epiſtle to that Church, declares the Puniſhment 
to have been ſufhcient, and that he now forgave 


the Criminal, ,  z&dsy xend in the Stead of 2 


Cor. 2. 


Chriſt, and as Acting by His Authority; and 


accordingly orders him to be comforted by a 
ſpeedy Notice of his Abſolution, leſt perhaps he 
ſrould be ſwallowed up with over-much ſorrow. 
Thus we find, that as this Power was com- 
mitted by our Lord Chriſt to His Apoſtles, 


lo they were Diligent and Faithful in the Uſe of 


it, as there was Occaſion for it. And doubtlels 
it was not intended, that it ſhould be confin'd 
to them alone in their own Perſons, and ſo end 
with them; but that it ſhould be commu- 

cw Tn „ ed 


-- 


[18] 
nicated to' thoſe, who were' to Succeed them 
in the Care and Over-ftght of the Church. 
As it was given to the Apoſtles, ſo alſo to the 

: Biſhops, who by Ordination became their Suc- 

oeſſors . Some Miraculous Effects indeed fol- 
lowed often in the Apoſtles Times, upon their 
Execution of this Power, which were peculiar 
to that Age; but the Power it ſelf was deſign d 

to be continued in all Times of the Chriſtian 
Church, as will be ſufficiently manifeſt, if we conſi- 
der theſe following Particulars: 


1. That che Apoſtles directed the Uſe of it 
where they appointed Paſtors. 


2. That thoſe Paſtors, and their Succeſſors, 
have made Uſe of it accordingly in every Age. 
And, HOW 1 | 


| z. That it is what is very Agreeable to the 
Nature of ſuch a Society as the Chriſtian Church 
* VVV 


Firit, 
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& Poteſtas eccatorum remittendorum Apoſtolis data eſt & Epiſ- 
copis qui eis Ordinatione Vicaria Succeſſerunt. Firmilianus in Epiſtola 
ad chprianum inter Cypriani Epiſtolas. P. 225. Edit. Oæon. 
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made uſe of by them, to whom they commit- 
ted the Government of the ſeveral Churches. As 
this is plain from the Account already given of 
the Inceſtuous Corinthian, ſo from many other 
Places of the New Teſtament : : I ſhall Inftance 
in Two or Three. Timothy was made Biſhop 

of the Church of Epheſus, and that he had ch 
Power of algo Cenſures there, appears 
hom the Direction St. Paul gives him how to 
Exerciſe it; particularly in the Caſe of an Elder: 
Againſt ſuch a One, ſaid he, receive not an Ac- 
cuſation but before two or three Witneſſ es. Advice 
for the Management of this Truſt, the ſame A- 
poſtle gives to Titus Biſhop of Crete, as he In- 
ſtructs him how to Act in caſe of Faction and 
' Divifion :© An Heretich, that is, as the Word, I 
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think, is to be underſtood: in"thae* Place, tie Tr. 3. 10 


Leader of a New Sect, after the fir t and ſecond 3 
Admonition, rejeck. And our Bleſſed Lord ſup- 
poſes this Power in the Angel, or Biſhop, of the 


Church of Pergamos; where he blames him for 


the Neglect of it, in not Excommunicating 


Offenders : I hade 4 few things against thee, be- 


cauſe thou hast there them that hold the Doe "0 


And be { bat bold the Doctrine A 


Balaam — 
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the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. And, 


Secondly, As the Paſtors appointed by the A.- 
poſtles, receiv d this Power ſrom their Hands, fo 
they, and their Succeſſors, have made Uſe of it 
accordingly in every Age. This is abundantly 
Confirm'd by almoſt all forts of Chriſtian Wric- 
ers, for the ſeveral Times in which they liv'd, 
both before and ſince the Empire became Chri- 
ſtian. I ſhall only Cite the Teſtimonies of Two, 
and thoſe in the firſt of thele Periods ; one of 
the Latin and the other of the Greek Church ; 
which alone are ſufficient to make out, that this 

Power is owing neither to the Grant of Chriſtian 
Princes, nor to the Uſurpation of Corrupted 
Times. 5 

In the next Age after that of the Apoſtles liv d 
Tertullian; and he, in his Apologetick for the 
r Religion, which was then every- where 
cruelly Perſecuted, giving an Account of the Aſ- 

* femblies of thoſe that adher'd to it, hath theſe 
Words: Ibidem etiam Eæhortationes, Caſtigatio- 
nes, & Cenſura Divina; There allo are Ex- 
hortations, Reproofs, and the Divine Cenſure + 

8 An 
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* Tertuliani Apologeticus, Cap. XXXIx. P. 31. Ed. Pariſ. 1675. 
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And he adds an Explanation of this laſt, Nam 
& Judicatur magno cum Pondere, Mc. For they 
Judge with great Weight, as it becomes thoſe 
that are aſſur d of the Preſence of God: And if 
any Perſon hath ſo Tranſgreſs d, that he is driven 
by chem from Communion, — futuri Ju- 

dicii præjudicium et, it is a ſtrong Preſumption 
of his being Condemn'd at the Laſt Day. 
In a few Years after Tertullian, Origen began 
ro be famous at Alezandria, and a very full Ac- 
count he gives of the Exerciſe of this Authority, 
in his admirable Defence of Chriſtianity againſt 
Celſus the Heathen ; Speaking of the deu nos 
a emertuce Th; Bl *, the Perſons appointed to 
make a diligent Enquiry into Peoples Lives; that 
is, the Biſkeps and their Subſtitutes in the Go» 
| vernment of the Church, he adds theſe Words: 
Ho ſevere is their Diſcipline towards Sinners, 
© eſpecially thoſe who have Polluted themſelves 
* with Luſt, whom they drive from their Aſ- 
© ſembly? The School of Pythagorean Philo- 
& ſophers us d to erect Monuments for ſuch as 
* forſook them, eſteeming them as dead: And 
* ſo the Chriſtians mourn over thoſe who have 
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cc been overcome by Luſt, or any other Crime, 
« as Perſons dead to God; and after this, if they 
give ſuffictent proof of their Penitence and A- 
© mendment, they undergo a Trial longer than 
© that before their firſt admiſſion into the Church; 
cc and this being completed, they are re- admitted, 
« asPeople rais d from the Daa. 
And as this Power was thus convey'd by the 


Apoſtles, and thus mads uſe of by their Succeſ- 
fors, fo, dans r 


| Thirdly, Ic is very Agreeable to the Nature of 
fach a Society as the Chriſtian Church is. All 


Societies in general ſeem to claim a Power of this 


kind, as a thing neceſſary to the Peace, Order 


and Preſervation, of them. Thoſe who have the 


Rule in any Corporations, or even in Families, 
believe that it belongs to them to admit to the 
Priviledges of their reſpective Societies, and to 


turn out ſuch as will not obſerve the Laws of 


them. But eſpecially where the Union hath been 
on Grounds of Religion, ſuch a Power hath been 
held, upon other Accounts allo, to be very fit, 
and hath been accordingly exercisd. That the 

ewiſh Church made uſe of ir, and that too in 
all likelyhood by Divine Right, appears not on- 
ly from their own Writers, but from the Word 


of 
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of God: And that a ſort of Ex communication 
was in uſe amongſt the afitient Greeks and Ro- 
mans, and even ſome Barbaros Nations, is eaſily, 
and hath been abundantly, made out by ſeveral 
Learned Men * And now, if this Power be 
ſo Agreeable to the Natufe of Societies, and 
particularly of ſuch as are Religious, can we 
think that when Chriſt gave it, as we have ſeen 
he did, to the Governours of” his Church, he 
gave it only for a certain Seaſon > Can we ima- 
inc that when he beſtow'd a thing which will 
be fit for all Times, he did not detign it for all 
Times, even to the End of the World? Our 
Bleſſed Saviour gave His Apoſtles Authority, by 
a Solemn Rite, to receive Members into His 
Church upon ſuch and ſuch Conditions, which 
ſome of the Fathers have underſtood to be One 
Act of this Power of Forgiving Sins T: And it 
cannot be deny'd, bur that this Authority was in- 
| tended to continue for ever. And is there not 
the ſame Reaſon for the Continuance of a Power 
to Cenſure ſuch Members as will not "Obſerve 
che Conditions on which they were thus admit- 


ted, 
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* Dr. Ban Of the Power of the Keys, Cap. 6. Sec. 6. Dr. Com- 
ber, in his Diſcourſe of Excommunication,.. Cap. 1. Sec. 2. | Cyprianus, 
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ted, and even to caſt them out again upon their 
Obſtinacy and Impenitence? Certainly if the 
Officers of Chriſt have a Power, as confeſſedly 
they have, to Admit upon Terms, they can Ex- 
clude upon Non-performance of thoſe Terms. 
If they have till a Right co ſeal the Pardon of 
Sins to them that Believe and Repent; they have 
alſo ſtill a Right to ſhut the Door of this 


Mercy againſt thoſe who fall off from their 


Vows, and make Shipwrack of Faith and a good 


Conſcience. | 


But that this Power of Diſcipline given by Chriſt 
to the Governours of His Church, was to con- 
tinue for ever, will further appear from the Third 
thing I propos d; which was, 


III. To give ſome Account of the Ends for 
which it was beſtow'd, which I now come unto. 
A late Writer declares that Eæcommunication, ever 


fince the Clergy have claim d an Independent Right 


to it, bas been mo$t Inſtrumental for the Advancing 
the ſpiritual Kingdom of Darkneſs . An Aﬀer- 
tion that would appear very ſtrange in him, were 
he not guilty of many more of the ſame Strain: 
For what can be ſaid more Diſhonourable to 

I _ Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, who, as we have ſeen, committed to his 
Ambaſladors the Power of Diſcipline ; and who 
doubtleſs had in view the Beſt, and Wiſeſt Ends, 

in all his Inſtitutions. There is nothing indeed 

ſo good, and fo well contriv'd, but that it is ca- 
pable of being abus d by Corrupt Men; and ſo 
this Authority ſometimes hath been: But the 
due and regular Uſe of it is ſerviceable to the 
moſt excellent Purpoſes; as I ſhall briefly ſhew, 
with relation to the Church of Chriſt in general, 
and to Offenders in particular. OT 


1, The Exerciſe of this Authority, is a thing 
of great Advantage to the Church of Chriſt in 
general ; becaule it ſeryes to promote, both the 
Purity, and the Honour of it. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour deſign'd his Church, to 
be a choſen Generation, a royal Prieſthood, an holy * Per. 
Nation, a peculiar People: And what likelier Me- © * 

thod was there, to preſerve it in its genuine Pu- 
rity, than to throw out every Corrupt Thing, 
and whatſoever Defileth; to ſeclude the Leprous 
from an Opportunity of infecting Others, and 
to cut. off rotten Members, left they ſhould en- 
danger the Health, and Life, of the whole Body ? 
As the- Apoſtle St. Paul order'd the Inceſtuous 
Corinthian to be puniſh*d in this manner; he put 
5 the 


a” 


[26] 
the Perſon he wrote to, in mind of the Fitneſs of 
1Cr. it, in theſe Words, Know ye not that a little Lea- 
5-6 den leaveneth the whole Lump. Wiekedneſs dif 
regarded, ſoon obtains a kind ef Authority, 
which makes it eaſily clos'd with: But when it 
is pointed out as an Object of Shame, and De- 
oi, it puts People on their Guard, and no 
Temptation can eaſily prevail againſt them. 
And principally on this Account no doubt it 
was, that ſuch ſtrict Rules were laid down by 
the Primitive Chriſtians, againſt all manner of 
Converſation with Excommunicated Perſons. 
By the Apoſtolical Canons it was provided, that 
none ſhould receive ſuch a Perſon, or at any 
time join ſo much as in Private Prayer with him, 
under the Penalty of being Excommunicated 
himſelf “. And a very learned Man aſſures us, 
from the Decrees of ſeveral Councils, and the 
General PraQice of the Church, which he had 
diligently examin'd, That ſuch Perfons were not 
only driven from Religious Aſſemblies; but that 
every Body deſpis d, abhor d, and fled away from 
them: That it was counted a Sin to treat, or 
make Bargains with them: That none would 
| Salute 
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Salute them, or call them Brethren: None 
would look on them, ſpeak to them, or invite 
them to eat with them . And indeed the Seve- 
rities of this kind, which were exercis d to pre- 
vent the Contagion of Sin, and to diſcourage 
the Practice of it, have a ſufficient Foundation 
in thoſe Directions of the ſame kind, which were 
given by the Apoſtles. themſelves: I have writ- 1 Co. 
ten unto you, faith St. Paul to the Corinthians, 11. 
not to keep company, if any Man that is called a 
Brother, be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or an Ido- 
later, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, or an Extor- 
tioner, with ſuch an One, no not to eat. And to 
the Theſſalonians he lays, We command you, ? * 
Brethren, in the Name of the Lord Feſus Christ, 1 
that you withdraw your ſelves from every Brother 
that walketh diſorderly, and not after the T raditi- 
ons which ye receivd from us. And Schiſms and 
Heretical Opinions being of the ſame Spreading. 
and Dangerous Nature, with the Immoral Pra- 
ctices of the Perſons before-mentioned ; we have 
alſo the like Exhortations with relation to them: 
Now I beſeech you, - Brethren, ſaith St. Paul, mark 25. 16. 
them that cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to 17. 
8: | | the 
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the Doctrine ye have learned; and avoid them. 
If there come any unto you, ſaith St. Fohn, and 
bring not this Doctrine, receive him not into your 
Houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed ; for he that 
biddeth him God ſpeed, is Partgher f his Evil 
_—  ._ __--- | 1 
And as this Power of Cenlures, duly exert- 


ed, contributes to the Purity; ſo likewiſe to the 
Honour of the Church. It becomes a juſt Vin- 


dication of it, from all the Crimes of thoſe, who 


have pretended to be the Members of it. When 
the Guilty Perſon undergoes the Sentence he de- 
ſerves, he then bears his own Reproach, but 
the Community is free. There will be Perſons 


unclean, and polluted, of corrupt and ſcanda- 


lous Lives: But if ſuch Perſons are publickly 


renounc d by the Society to which they belong, 
and cut off as dead Branches; that Society throws 
off the Infamy which would otherwiſe ſtick to 


ir, and juſtifies it ſelf in the Eyes of all the 


World. It was the great Honour of Sparta, 
that none could be wicked in that City, and go 
unpuniſhd : And it was the Glory of the 


Chriſtian Church in the primitive Times, that 


no Corrupt Member could continue in the Com: 
munion, or preſerve the Peace of it. The Spi- 


ritual Sword, which it conſtantly made uſe of 


againſt 


45 ; 
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| againſt obſcinate Offenders, baffled all the Arti- 


' fices of thoſe that ſought. Occaſion to Defame 
ir ; and gave it a Name ang. Reputation, which 
| at length e d over thaw WdFnemics of it. 
And, 4 


2dly, The Exerciſe of this . aims at 
the great Advantage of Offenders themſelves; 
namely, their Reformation and Happineſs. It 
is excellently fitted to bring the guilty Perſon to 
a due ſenſe of his Sins, and to make him per- 
ceive ſomething of chat dreadful Vengeance that 
is to puniſh them. St. Paul, ſpeaking of this 2c. 10. 
Authority, ſays, that God bad given it to them for * 
Edification, and not for Deſtruction. And when 
he ordred the Inceſtuous Corinthian to be deliver- 
ed unto Satan, it was, he told them, for the 
deftruction of the Fleſh, "that the Spirit might be 
ſav'd in the day of the Lord Jeſus. Ceraialy, 
notwithſcanding all the Attempts that have late- 
ly been made, to prove the Diſcipline of the 
Church Inconvenienc and Hurtful, he that ſhall 
but Duly and Impartially conſider it, muſt douht- 
leſs confeſs it to be the moſt likely Method, to 
bring a hardned Sinner to — If any 
| obey not our Ward, note that Man, and hade no 
compeny with bim, aich St. Paul: And the Rea: 27%/.3. 
WI —_— 
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fon why they were to Cenſure and Reject ſuch an 
Offender was, that he might be aſbamed: That 
the ſenſe of thar Contempt, which he had now 
brought upon himſelf by his Evil Ways, might 
fill him with Confuſion ; & that Confuſion, as it 
naturally leads to it, at length iſſue in a ſincere Re- 
formation. When he that hath been ſecure and un- 
concern d in his Sins, begins to think of the Privi- 
ledges he hath loſt, and the State from which he is 
fallen; when he finds himſelf driven from theCourts 
of the Lord, and forſaken by his own familiar 
Friends; when he perceives that he is now be. 
come a kind of Monſter, avoided by Men, and 
under the juſt Diſpleaſure of an offended God ; 
yea when he conſiders, that thoſe who Judge in 
Chriſt's Stead, and by his Authority, have been 
forc'd, by his Obſtinacy, to denounce Wrath 
againſt him, and, as it were, to conſign him 
over as one fitted for Deſtruction, to ever-laſting 
Burnings; I ſay, when ſuch a Perſon as this be- 
gins to make ſuch Reflections, and if he hath 
any Thought at all, he cannot long forbear to 
make them: What Diſorder of Mind will the 
ſenſe ol his preſent Condition then fill him with? 
What Shame will he have, what Fear, what ve- 
hement Deſire; yea, what Revenge againſt him- 
ſelf? The diſmal Apprehenſions of his Apoſta- 
. B | CY, 
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cy, and of the Wrath that is to puniſh it, will 
not ſuffer him to reſt, till by ſincere Profeſſions 
of his Sorrow and Repentance, he obtains again 
Admiſſion to Pardon and Peace. | 


IV. Having finiſh'd the third thing, I now 
come to the fourth and laſt ; To recommend 
that Regard which ought to be paid to this Pow- 
er: Which I ſhall do in a very few Words, and 
ſo make an End, | 
Since this Power of the Keys ; the Power of 
Remitting and Retaining Sins, was beſtow d by 
Chriſt ; and beſtow'd for the moſt Excellent 
Purpoſes; The Purity and Honour of his Church, 
and the Reformation of Offenders in it; A Thing 
of ſuch Moment ought certainly to be duly re- 
garded : Particularly, the Conſideration of the 
Author, and the Ends of it, ſhould engage ſome 
to uſe it, and to uſe it well; and ic ſhould teach 


8 


others to promote the Exerciſe of it, as much 
may be. ) 


Firſt, It ſhould engage ſome to uſe it, and to 
uſe it well: I mean Thoſe, whom the Come 
miſſion of Chriſt hath made the proper Officers 
of it, and to whom they commit it, or any part 
of it, by Delegation, They who arc * 
wit 
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with ſuch a Power, doubtleſs are to manage it 


with Faithfulnels'; arid a hearty. Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Good of the Church. 
hope that moſt of Thoſe, to whom this Autho- 
rity belongs in our Church, are ſincerely diſpos'd 
to make this Uſe of it: I am ſure I may ſay, 
that this is indeed the Caſe amongſt us of this 
Part of it. And it is much to be wiſh'd, that 
ſuch good Inclinarions were not oppos d by fo 


many Difficulties, ſo many Diſcouragements; 


which this corrupt Age hath already, and endea- 


vours ſtill to lay, in the way of il. But, 
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Secondly, The Conſideration of the Author 


and Ends of this Power, | ſhould-teach others to 


promote the Exerciſe of it as much as may be: 
To do what lies in them, that every notorious 


Sinner, profeſſing Chriſtianity, may be ſubjected 
to the Cenſures of the Church, for the Diſcou- 


ragement of Sin, and the Reformation. of the 
Guilty. And ſomething of this kind may be 
done by Thoſe, who are appointed to enquire 
after, and to giyt an Account of, ſuch Offenders; 
and ſomething too by all other Chriſtians. 

Something of this kind may be done by Thoſe, 
who Ae appointed to enquire alter, and give an 


Account of, ſuch Offenders. I mean Thoſe in 


every 
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every Pariſh, who have it in Charge as a main 
part of their Duty, to make Preſentments of this 
nature. Indeed an Opinion, that ſuch Informa- 
tions are not conſiſtent with Friendſhip and Ci- 
vility, diſpoles many to much Neglect in this 
matter: But ſuch a Conceit is a great Miſcake ; 
it being one of the Highelt Inſtances of True 
Friendſhip to any guilty Perſon, to make ule of 
proper Methods to bring him to a due Senſe of 
his Tranſgreſſion, and ſo to recover him out of 
the Snare of the Devil. Thou ſhalt net, ſaid God ,_ 
to Moſes, hate thy Brother in thine Heart: thou 15. 
ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not 
aller oa oper bim. Not to rebuke a Neigh- 
bour when he falls into a Crime; or by the ne- 
glect of any proper Method for reclaiming him, 
to ſuffer Sin upon him, is, we ſee, to hate him 
in our Heart. Beſides this, the Perſons I am 
ſpeaking of are under another Obligation to.give 
due Notice of ſcandalous Offenders ; namely, 
the Oath of God which is upon their Souls. And 
certainly that is a ſtrange fas, Kindneiſs which 
prompts a Man by the Guile of Perjury to bring 
Damnation upon himſelf, becauſe he will nor 
interupt another as he is going on to Damnation. 
And then ſomething of this nature may be 
done too, by all other Chriſtians ; namely, by 
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endeavouring as far as they can, to remove all 
the Hindrances of Eccleſſaſtical Diſcipline. Some 

ol theſe Hindrances indeed are much out of the 
Power of Ordinary People; but I ſhall mention 
two, againſt which their Hearty Endeavours may 
prove in ſome meaſure Effectual; Looſneſs in 
Converſation, and Diviſion. That Corruption 
of Manners, that Licentiouſneſs in Practice, and 

Contempt of ſerious Piety, which have fo gen- 
erally ſpread themſelves amongſt all ſorts of Peo- 
ple, who are call d Chriſtians ; And thoſe many 

* Schiſms and Diviſions we have amongſt us; as 
they are Highly Criminal in themſelves, and 
bring Diſhonour on the Church of Christ, ſo 
they have made the Power he gave of Cenſuring 
Offenders, almoſt utterly Impracticable. For if all 
the Unclean are to be puniſh'd, may it beſaid, 
where are the Clean? And if the Diſorderly 
and Contumacious are caſt out, they have a large 

Choice amongſt the ſeveral Parties who are rea- 
dy to receive them. Theſe things have cut the 
Sinews of Diſcipline; and made the Force of it to 
r a 

As therefore we regard the Honour of the 

Church, and the Had of it, The Lord Chriſt; 
As we would defire that Guilt ſhould be prevent- 
ed, and the Guilty reform'd; In ſhort,as we love 
the Souls of others, yea, our own, and are indeed 

willing 
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willing to promote the common Salvation; Let 
us hate the Things which are both ſo Ill in them- 
ſelves, and of fo miſchievous a Conſequence. 
Let every one of us, in the firſt place, take due 
care of his own Converſation, and throughly 
purge out the old Leven there. All kinds of 
Uncleanneſs let them not be once named a- 
mongſt us, as becometh Saints; and let us alſo 
be Followers of Peace, and walk in Love, as 
Chriſt alſo loved us. And having thus begun 
this good Work at Home, let us then ſee what 
we are capable of in the ſame kind Abroad; 
according to the Advice of the Apoſtle, Let us 
conſider one another, to provoke to Love, and to good 
Works. 
Could they that pretend to Chriſtianity, be 
brought to be thus allected Could ſuch a Holy 
Zeal as this be kindled in all our Hearts; we 
might at length hope, that Religion will gain 
the Eſteem it formerly had, and the Methods it 
propoſes for the Reformation of the World, have 
the Succeſs for which they were deſign d. Yea, 
we might then hope to ſee the Church of Chriſt 
again, a GLORIOUS CHURCH, not having 
* or Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing: And that 
after all the Contempt that is now daily thrown up- 
on it, the Name of it may become a Name of 
Praiſe and Joy, throughout the whole Earth. . 
f | FIN. 
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